SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 17th March 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs N Aldis (Chairman), M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, C Osborne, D Sharman, P Sharman and Mrs S Sutton.

1. Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Gale, Pettitt, Scott &   

       White.

     Cllrs Jones, O’Leary and Smith were not present. 

2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members                (P85/07)

(a) Prejudicial interests. 
     There were none
(b) Personal interests.
Cllr Osborne (agenda items 9 & 10) as Chairman of Sandy Football Club.

Cllr Aldis (agenda item 13) as a Trustee of the Skatepark Association.

Cllr Blaine (agenda item 13) as a Trustee of the Skatepark Association.

3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council   (P86/07)
     (See List Attached)

4.  Minutes                                                                                                   (P87/07)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 11th February 2008 and as approved/amended and adopted by Council Meeting held on Monday 25th February 2008, which had been previously circulated, were signed as a correct record.

5. Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from 
 Mid Bedfordshire District Council




    (P88/07)

The notification of the appeal hearing for the site at the Rose and Crown, London Road, Sandy, for which no date has yet been set was noted.

6.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions

    (P89/07)
(a) The decision to dismiss the appeal for the site at 34 St Neots Road, Sandy was noted.

(b) Cllr Aldis reported that he had attended the appeal hearing for land to the rear of 152 St Neots Road, Sandy but that the decision had not yet been published.
7.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy
    (P90/07)
There were no items affecting Sandy.

8. To reply to the consultation document on the allocation of sites for development in Sandy. 

                                       (P91/07)
The Site allocations consultation which had been previously circulated was received and considered. The Mayor reminded the Committee that at its meeting with Simon Andrews from Mid Beds District Council, Council had been told that a number of sites for development had to be identified throughout the district and these would be chosen by the District Council if no input was received from towns and parishes.  Sandy was categorised as a major service centre and an allocation of between 100 and 500 houses was proposed for the town by 2026.

Before considering each proposed site in detail it was:

Resolved: That any housing development in Sandy should be resisted.  Mid Beds District Council has recognised that Sandy has constraints on further development and the Town Council considers that the town cannot support further growth.

H101 – Land adjacent to Chestnut House, Mill Lane, Sandy

Resolved: That this site is unsuitable for development because it is within flood zone 2 and in fact floods regularly.

H272 – Land to the North of Sunderland Road, Sandy

Resolved: Sandy Town Council has an established position that Sunderland Road should form the northern boundary of the town.  It is strongly resistant to any housing development north of Sunderland Road.  Any development here would be in danger of being too isolated from the rest of the town and in particular from the services provided by the Town Centre and railway station.

H276/E13 – Station Road/New Road, Sandy

Resolved: That development of the majority of this area should be resisted because it is within the flood plain.  The Town Council believes that building on the flood plain would be foolhardy and cause problems, not just for the occupants of the new buildings but also for occupants of adjacent housing estates.

However, it might be possible to re-develop the existing brownfield areas of this site, while leaving the majority of the land undeveloped.

H151 – Land South of New Road

Resolved: That this site is unsuitable for development because it lies within flood zones 2 and 3 and it is also isolated from the rest of the town.

H169 – Swaden Strip, Swaden, Sandy Town Council
Resolved: That this area should be preserved undeveloped.  The site is part of an area of great landscape value which should not be subject to development.

H170 – Swaden Fields, Swaden, Sandy

Resolved: That this area should be preserved undeveloped.  The site is part of an area of great landscape value which should not be subject to development.

H202 – Land North of Sunderland Road/Beamish Close, Sandy

Resolved: Sandy Town Council has an established position that Sunderland Road should form the northern boundary of the town.  It is strongly resistant to any housing development north of Sunderland Road.  Any development here would be in danger of being too isolated from the rest of the town and in particular from the services provided by the Town Centre and railway station.  In addition the access on to the southbound carriageway of the A1 is already near capacity and a large increase in traffic would be dangerous.
H236 – Tempsford Road, Georgetown, Sandy

Resolved: That, notwithstanding the Town Council’s stated position that further housing development in the town was to be resisted, it had no objections to this site being used for development.

H240 – REGA Factory, New Road/Station Road, Sandy

Resolved: That Sandy Town Council would support the re-development of this brown field site as housing but that consideration should also be given to part of the site being utilised for a large retail outlet.

H242 – Field at Swaden, off Potton Road, Sandy

Resolved: That this area should be preserved undeveloped.  The site is part of an area of great landscape value which should not be subject to development.


H295 – Meller Beauty Premises, Sunderland Road, Sandy

Resolved: The Town Council is opposed to the loss of this industrial premises.  Further, it does not believe that the site is suitable for housing development because of the proximity of other noisy industry in the area.

H304 – Land East of the Railway Line, Sandy

Resolved: That the Town Council’s position is that it opposes further housing development in Sandy.  However, this site could, if planned carefully, bring considerable benefits to the town in the way of additional employment opportunities and provision of needed infrastructure and services.

Access to the site is problematic and would require careful planning in order to make sure there was good integration with the existing town.  

This site, if approved, would meet Sandy’s growth needs for many years to come.

E38 – Land East of Middlefield Road & North of Beamish Close, Sandy


Town Council has a previously resolved position on this piece of land: That the Town Council welcomes and supports the application for industrial development of the piece of land east of Middlefield Road and north of Beamish Close, Sandy.

E70 – Cox’s Hill, off Sand Lane, Sandy

Resolved: That the Town Council is opposed to the development of this piece of land which is in an area of great landscape value.

9.  Request for the use of pitches at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground, season 2008/2009, made by Sandy Colts FC and Sandy Colts (Girls) FC.
    (P92/07)

The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered.

Resolved: That the request from Sandy Colts FC and Sandy Colts (Girls) FC for the use of pitches on the Sunderland Road Recreation Ground, season 2008/2009 be approved.
10. Request for the use of Sunderland Road Recreation Ground on 30th and 31st August 2008 made by Sandy Colts FC and Sandy Colts (Girls) FC




                     (P93/07) 

The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered.

Resolved: That Sandy Colts FC and Sandy Colts (Girls) FC be granted permission to use the Sunderland Road Recreation Ground to hold a pre-season football tournament on 30th and 31st August 2008.


11. Emergency work to Council Office Heating

(P94/07)

The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered.

Resolved to Recommend: (a) That the replacement of the central heating/hot water boiler in the Council Offices be approved at a cost of £2,700.

(b) That the funding of this amount be sourced from the Interest on Capital account.

12. Sandy Skatepark, Sunderland Road Recreation Ground  (P95/07)

This item was Chaired by Cllr Mrs Sutton.

The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered.

Resolved: That subject to written proof from Mr Lynch that funding for the new equipment is in place the siting of this equipment be approved.

13. Mid Beds Open Space, Sport and Recreation study – Stakeholder Workshop

(P96/07)

The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered.

Resolved: (a) That the Clerk be requested to attend the meeting on March 19th 2008 on the Town Council’s behalf.

(b) That the difficulties caused by the late notice of the event should be highlighted to the holders.

14.  Press Release





                     (P97/07)
     
 Resolved: that no press release was considered necessary.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	5.3.08

34/08


	08/00328/FULL

Mrs Hetherington

11 Brickhill Road

SANDY

SG19 1JH
	Full application for the erection of a first floor extension at 11 Brickhill Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 10 and 12 Brickill Road, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

17.3.08

18.3.08
	

	7.3.08

35/08


	0800349/FULL
Mr N Flegg

6 Brickhill Road 

SANDY
SG19 1JH
	Full application for the erection of a first floor rear extension at 6 Brickhill Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 5 and 7 Brickill Road, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

17.3.08

18.3.08
	

	11.3.08

36/08


	08/00382/FULL
Mr & Mrs Dalton

27 Cottage Road

Sandy

SG19 1BY
	Full application for the erection of a first floor rear extension at 27 Cottage Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours  25 and 29 Cottage Road, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

17.3.08

18.3.08
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